Report of the Richard Wagner Verband International Congress 

– Hanseatic City of Stralsund, Germany, 13th to 16th May, 2010.

“A tree has been planted in good ground.  We are united by the ideals and music of Richard Wagner – we share our enthusiasm – it’s a learning process.”  RWVI 14.5.2010.

The Richard Wagner Verband International is a marvellous organisation which, when in Congress, beauty, joy and friendship are closeby …. and so in Stralsund this was the case. 

The Congress formally commenced on May 13th but it was preceded by cultural events in Stralsund Theatre;  small but intimate.  “Der Rosenkavalier” on May 12th followed by “Der Fliengde Holländer next day.  There was a “Wagner Gala” with overtures from “Reinzi”, “Tannhäuser” and “Lohengrin” and a concert performance of Act 1 of “Die Walküre”.  Present at the Gala was the Mayor of Bayreuth, Dr. Hohl,  and Frau Verrena Lafferentz Wagner, last surviving grand daughter of Richard Wagner.

On Sunday, May 16th, the usual closing event with a symphonic concert by a young persons’ orchestra from Northern Germany.  Finalists from the 6th Wagner Voices competition were present.  The usual Farewell Dinner ended the Congress.  “Turandot” was performed that evening in Stralsund Theatre – a hectic week!

On this occasion, my report will focus on the meeting of delegates which took place on Friday, May 14th, 2010 at 9.00 a.m. in Stralsund Theatre.  I was seated in the front row with Maureen McIntosh (London) and Derek Watson / Will Scott (Edinburgh).  I know all well from previous events.  We were given translation radios so heard every word.

Prof. Eva Märtson, President, RWVI, welcomed all present, especially those from abroad.  She spoke about deceased members since the last Congress:  Paris, Amsterdam, Saarland and Venice.  Werner Herzog was remembered, as was beloved Dr. Wolfgang Wagner (“the freeing of a great soul who did so much for music in Germany”).  She spoke also of the new production of “Lohengrin” and referred to Richard Wagner’s “The Art Work of the Future”.

The President advised that a questionnaire was sent to all Societies six months ago seeking feedback – 122 out of 139 (88%) were returned, which was very high.  The Verband has 9% French speakers;  44% English speakers and 47% German speakers.

Communication by the world-wide web is now the principal means used by the Verband.  The website has been modernised.  It currently receives c.2000 hits each month, which can be analysed by country.  Ireland had 8 hits last month.  While the importance is well-known “Nothing beats meeting people in person”!  One person cannot run the organisation, therefore the RWVI has an Executive Committee with:

· 4 Vice Presidents

· Treasurer

· Secretary

· 8 Others

Each person has a job.  The four Vice-Presidents have been assigned a number of Societies to form links with.  In our case - Dublin, London and Edinburgh - our Vice-President is Prof. Dr. Hans-Michael Schiender of Karlsruhe -  a very friendly gentleman, whom I met in Copenhagen in 2003.

The Annual Report still issues each year but the main communication medium is the Internet.  Indeed pictures from this Congress are posted to the website – much can be sourced by going to our website links http://www.wagnersociety.ie.   Go to the main page and key into International Congresses.  The Executive Committee recognises the importance of pictures, given that we are visual beings!

Money matters are also important so we received an excellent briefing by the Treasurer in an oral and visual presentation of the Verband’s financial position.  Now that we are one organisation, equal treatment is desired as regards members’ subscriptions.  Following a proposal from the Treasurer, supported by the majority of the Executive Committee, and several speeches from the floor, the meeting voted for a per capita criteria whereby all Societies should pay €2 per member, subject to a ceiling at high membership levels c.1,200 – 2,500!

The Executive Committee is progressing matters in the following areas:

· Stage design competition 2011

· Annual Scholarships – 247

· Networking

· RWVI Archive – Bayreuth

· Website – continuous development

The RWVI has 139 Societies with a membership of 26,000.

Important future events:
(
Frankfurt 100 Anniversary


(
Congresses

· 2011 Wroclaw

· 2012 Praha

· 2013 Leipzig

Associations in formation:
(
Cambridge University




(
Singapore




(
Baltimore




(
Oxford University




(
Bodrum




(
Normandy

Reaching out to youth remains a principal goal of the Verband.

The Mayor of Bayreuth, Dr. Hohl exhorted members to visit the city.  He recognises the beautiful work being done by the RWVI.  He spoke of the restoration of the Baroque Synagogue in Bayreuth, the only such Synagogue in Germany which wasn’t destroyed during “Kristallnacht”.  He spoke of cruelty and barbarism.  Bayreuth is a city of culture and joy as in “Schiller” – he invited members to come and celebrate the anniversary of Franz Liszt and Jean Paul, and if possible, to become involved!

My concluding comments concern the Leipzig Congress – the Wagner event of the century.  The RWVI Congress is on  May 18th to 22nd, 2013.  The City is marking the occasion from May 12th to 26th, 2013.  The City, RWVI and Bayreuther Festspiele together with music schools are all co-operating to make this a memorable event – already the Wagner Society of New York has linked with Leipzig!!

Applications for the next Congress in Wroclaw, Poland, June 2nd to 5th, 2011 can be made on line on the RWVI website.  The programme includes a new production of “Parsifal”.  Ryanair and Lufthansa fly there.

Christopher McQuaid, Hon. Vice-President.
